
Can you tell 
the difference?

Dental Implants...
A well kept secret.
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Neither can we.
All of us realize that dental implants, which
have been used for more than 35 years, are a
well kept secret. However, once a patient
learns about them, they soon realize there
finally is a way to improve their quality of life.
Just look at the smile of Mary Gesiakowski 
on the next page.

Take time to review the comments of the 
other implant patients quoted in this brochure
and learn more about how dental implants 
can benefit you.
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“As you can

see, I have 

no trouble 

smiling now,

and I enjoy the

confidence and

convenience 

of dental

implants.”

Mary Gesiakowski began 

wearing a full lower denture

at age 24. Today, she wears an

implant retained fixed bridge.
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Improve your life 
with dental implants
Chances are, whether you’ve lost one tooth
or several, whether it’s a new situation or
something you’ve lived with for years,
you’ve never become fully accustomed 
to losing such a vital part of yourself.

Now you can have replacement teeth that
look, feel and function like natural teeth.

Advances in dental science allow your
dentist to offer artificial tooth roots 
which fuse with the jawbone to form a
secure foundation for tooth replacement.

This concept for oral rehabilitation was
developed more than thirty-five years 
ago by a Swedish scientist and orthopedic
surgeon, Dr. Per-Ingvar Brånemark.

With his pioneering re s e a rch, Dr. Brånemark
opened the door to a lifetime of renewed
comfort and self-confidence for hundreds
of thousands of individuals facing the 
f rustration and embarrassment of tooth loss.

Now, it can be your doorway to renewed
confidence and peace of mind.

Cristina has lower left and

upper right implants. She

had never heard of dental

implants before she received

one at age 40. When she lost

another tooth, she knew she’d

replace it with an implant.
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“I’m not

afraid to

smile now.

Having dental

implants 

has given me

a lot of

confidence.”
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Smile

Tooth position

Comfort

Affects on
your…

…mouth

Bone volume

Chewing ability

Oral health

…jaw

Esthetics

Muscle strain

Appearance

…face

Eating

Speaking

Self-confidence

…life
Noriko replaced all of her

teeth with implants after 

her daughter received a 

college scholarship and 

convinced her mother to

spend the money on herself.

What happens when
you lose a tooth?
If you’re missing one tooth or more, you
may find there are other things you miss.

You may miss your natural smile. And
when was the last time you crunched 
into an apple or sank your teeth into a
mouth-watering steak? Maybe you feel
self-conscious about eating or speaking 
in public. Perhaps your remaining teeth
are shifting, or you suffer from muscle
strain and headaches. Do you miss the
comfort you once experienced in familiar
situations at work, home, or with friends?

Naturally, the effects of tooth loss vary
from person to person and depend on
what has been lost. If you've lost a crown,
you have lost the visible part of your tooth.

If you have lost the root as well, you have
lost the unseen part of your tooth and
indeed the most important part. 

The root anchors the tooth to your 
jawbone providing support for the crown.
Without the root, the bone around the
missing tooth will gradually recede,
remaining teeth will shift, and chewing
will become more difficult with time.

For those who have lost all of their teeth
in an upper or lower jaw, the long-term
problems are even greater. Because bone
shrinks after tooth loss, nerves become
exposed and dentures lack support. Loose
fitting dentures compound problems a n d
lead to sore gum tissue and additional pain.

61821 New Concept  10/7/02  11:37 AM  Page 6



“I couldn’t

chew with 

dentures, 

but now I 

can eat all

kinds of nuts,

spare ribs, 

and more.”
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Benefits of dental implants
Improve appearance
Each tooth is made up of a crown and a
root. The crown is visible while the unseen
root anchors the crown to the jawbone,
providing stable support. Many options
are available for replacing a crown, but
only dental implants can replace its root. 
If the root is not replaced, shrinkage of 
the jawbone occurs causing your face to
appear older. Dental implants can 
stop this process.

Improve comfort and speech
Unlike implants, dentures shift inside your
mouth causing mumbling, slurred speech
and clicking noises. Gum irritation and pain
from exposed nerves are also associated
with full or partial denture s. These pro b l e m s
can be eliminated with implants which are
a n c h o re d s e c u rely to the jawbone. Implant-
supported replacement teeth look, feel and
function like natural teeth, enabling you 
to speak with comfort and confidence. 

Eat what you want
Typical denture patients, with excellent 
fitting dentures, eat at 15 to 20 percent 
of the efficiency of people with natural
teeth. Dental implants can restore lost
chewing efficiency. This allows you to
once again enjoy your favorite foods 
without thinking twice about it.

Smile with confidence
With dental implants your teeth will be
secure. You will no longer need to cover
your mouth when you laugh or smile.

Maintain healthy adjacent teeth
With traditional practices, two teeth 
adjacent to a missing tooth must be
ground down to place a bridge. Dental
implants often eliminate the need to 
modify healthy teeth, resulting in a 
more conservative and esthetic restoration. 

Long term tooth replacement
A false tooth without a root that is part of
a bridge is only temporary. When a root 
is missing, bone continues to shrink and
creates a visible defect under the false
tooth. Implants preserve bone and 
minimize additional dental work. 
Most Nobel Biocare patients can expect
life long replacement of their lost teeth.

Make an investment
Dental implant treatment may initially
seem more expensive than traditional
treatment. However, the cost for
long-term success with dental implants 
is often equivalent to repetitive 
temporary t reatment solutions. Implants 
are indeed a wise investment.

Improve self esteem
With dental implants, you can regain 
nearly all the capabilities you had with
your natural teeth. Most implant patients
experience renewed confidence. Your
improved self-esteem will allow you to 
participate in activities you were once
restricted from. You'll be able to enjoy life. 
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Ellis has one single implant 

supported crown, and two posterior

implants supporting a bridge.

“I elected to

have dental

implants,

because I 

really wanted 

permanent,

natural 

looking teeth.”
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Replacement of a single tooth
If you are missing a single tooth, you 
can replace it without having healthy
neighboring teeth ground down to 
support a bridge. Nobel Biocare dental
implant systems can replace both the lost 
crown and root of the natural tooth.

Replacement of several teeth
If you have lost several teeth, replacing
them with dental implants is an excellent
alternative. Your replacement teeth are not
dependent on support from adjacent teeth,
as is the case with bridges and 
partial dentures.

Replacement of full upper 
or lower jaw
If you have lost all of your teeth in one of
your jaws, a full denture may work for the
short term. But without tooth roots, the
jawbone slowly melts, or shrinks, causing
the denture to lose its snug fit. This can
lead to potential discomfort. A gradual loss
of jawbone can also change the shape of
your face, and your appearance. 

Dental implants, fused to the jawbone, 
keep the bone healthy and your teeth
securely in place. Once implants have
been placed in your jaw, they can b e
re s t o red with fixed bridgework or 
o v e rd e n t u res. A fixed bridge is 
permanently secured to the implants, 
while removable overdentures are held 
in place by a bar and clip, or by one 
of many other attachments 
currently available.

Eugene was the unfortunate

victim of early and complete

tooth loss. To make matters

worse, he couldn’t

wear dentures.

Unique solutions
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“After 30

years with no

teeth, I always

thought that

somehow,

some way,

I would have

teeth again

and it’s

great!”
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Step by step treatment
Examination and Planning
From examination and planning through
restoration, dental implant treatment 
usually takes place in the dentist’s office. 

Placing Dental Implants
In an office procedure, the surgeon
prepares the implant site and places the
appropriate number of dental implants. In
most cases, the patient is able to resume
normal activities the next day.

Bone Healing
After the dental implants are placed, 
they are covered with gum tissue while 
the bone heals. During the next three 
to six months, the implants will bond with
the jawbone. Temporary crowns, bridges 
or overdentures are optional during this
bone healing period.

Connecting the Post
Once the dental implants have fused with the
jawbone, a post may be attached to each
implant. While the gum tissue is healing,
t e m p o r a ry crowns, bridges or overd e n t u re s
should be in place. Your dentist may choose
to connect the post at the time 
of implant placement.

Restoration
When the gum tissue has healed, the
restorative dentist takes impressions 
to be used in designing the final dental
restoration. Placing the final restoration 
on the implant is the last step in the pro c e s s .

Jenny wore a removable

front tooth on a retainer 

for over a year after her auto 

accident. After replacing it

with a single anterior implant

and crown, she regained the 

confidence to show her 

beautiful smile again.

Crown

Post

Titanium 
tooth root

Natural 
tooth root

Dental
Implants...

…replacement
tooth roots
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“It’s great!

People say,

‘Gosh, you

have a 

great smile!’ 

I think, 

‘If you only

knew…’ ”
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At age 21, Kim lost her six

lower front teeth in an 

automobile accident. 

An implant retained fixed

bridge has enabled Kim 

to once again enjoy 

everyday life.

*Results based on implants and

bridges remaining in function

over a five year period.

Will dental implants work for me?
Most adults are candidates for dental implants.
The main limitation is the amount of available
bone. Your dentist is the best person to
evaluate whether dental implants are a
viable solution for you.

Are implants always successful?
With more than three decades of clinical
experience and over a million patients
treated, crowns and bridges supported by
Nobel Biocare dental implants are highly
successful. Our statistics confirm a success
rate of nearly 95 percent* for individual
implants and even higher for the bridges
they support. Dental implants placed in
our first patient more then 35 years 
ago are still functioning today!

Will I be able to chew with the
same force and pressure I use 
with my natural teeth?
Studies have shown that chewing eff i c i e n c y
improves significantly after treatment with
Nobel B i o c a re dental implants. Following
a brief adaptation period, chewing eff i c i e n c y
is comparable to that of natural teeth.

Will my new teeth look natural?
When Nobel Biocare dental implants 
are used in combination with modern
restorative dentistry, their appearance, 
comfort and function are very likely to
exceed your expectations.

Is the procedure painful?
With anesthesia, you are unlikely to 
experience pain during implant placement.
After treatment, some levels of discomfort
may be expected based on the extent of
the procedure. Most patients tell us 
that the pain they experience is similar 
to that of a tooth extraction, but that the
benefits far outweigh the discomfort.

Will there be any swelling after
the implant procedure?
Most patients experience minimal swelling.
Any swelling that does occur usually goes
away one or two days after the procedure.

How will I care for my implants?
Your new teeth must be cared for and
checked re g u l a r l y, just like your own natural
teeth. Brush and floss as recommended 
by your dentist or dental hygienist. See
your dentist every six months or more
frequently if advised.

How can I get more information?
You can learn more about dental implants 
b y visiting our website or by contacting 
your dentist.

Questions you may have
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“Dental

implants 

have changed

my life! 

The impact 

is double to

triple what 

I expected.”
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ARGENTINA
Nobel Biocare Argentina
Av. Santa Fe 2844 - 2nd. floor
1425 Buenos Aires, Argentina
Phone:    +54 11 4825 9696
Toll free: +08 00 444 NOBEL (66235)
Fax:        +54 11 4829 9592

AUSTRALIA
Nobel Biocare Australia Pty. Ltd.
Level 9, BMA Bldg.
815 Pacific Highway
Chatswood NSW 2067
Phone: +61 2 9412 11 44
Fax:     +61 2 9411 84 37

AUSTRIA
Nobel Biocare (Österreich) GmbH
Peppertstraße 33/2
3100 St. Pölten
Phone: +43 (0) 2742 310 011
Fax:     +43 (0) 2742 310 031

BENELUX COUNTRIES
Nobel Biocare Benelux B.V.
De Molen 23
NL-3994 DA Houten
The Netherlands
Phone: +31 30 6354949
Fax:     +31 30 6354950

Belgium sales office
Nobel Biocare Benelux
Sphere Business Park
Doornveld
Industriezone Asse 3, nr 11, Bus 29
B-1731 Zellik
Phone: +32 2 467 41 70
Fax:     +32 2 467 41 80

BRAZIL
Nobel Biocare Brasil Ltda
Rua Dr. Renato Paes de Barros, 
717-2° andar, Itaim Bibi
CEP 04530-001 São Paulo-SP
Phone: +55 11 829 9997
Fax:     +55 11 821 9992

CANADA
Nobel Biocare Canada Inc.
200 Yorkland Blvd., Suite 600
North York, Ontario M2J 5C1
Phone:   +1 416 490 9909
Toll free: +1 800 263 4017
Fax:       +1 416 490 9916

CHILE
Nobel Biocare Chile
Luis Thayer Ojeda 0115, of.28
Providencia, Santiago
Phone : +56 2 231 6167
Fax :     +56 2 231 6613

Denmark sales office
Nobel Biocare Denmark
Sorgenfrivej 16
2800 Lyngby
Phone: +45 45 88 00 84
Fax:     +45 45 88 07 60

FRANCE
Nobel Biocare France Sarl.
80, avenue des Terroirs de France
FR-75607 Paris Cedex 12
Phone: +33 1 53 33 89 10
Fax:     +33 1 53 33 89 33

GERMANY
Nobel Biocare Deutschland GmbH
Wankelstraße 9
50976 Köln
Phone: +49 2236 39 84-0
Fax:     +49 2236 3 11 33

HONG KONG
Nobel Biocare Asia Ltd.
Room 1408, 14/F Harcourt House
39 Gloucester Road
Wanchai
Phone: +(852) 2 845 1266
Fax:     +(852) 2 537 6604

ITALY
Nobel Biocare Italiana Srl.
Centro Direzionale Colleoni
Palazzo Orione 2
Viale Colleoni 15
20041 Agrate Brianza (Milano)
Phone: +39 039 683 61
Fax:     +39 039 689 94 74

JAPAN
Nobel Biocare Japan K.K.
6F Shuwa Shinagawa Building
3-26-33 Takanawa
Minato-ku, Tokyo 108-0074
Phone: +81 (0) 3 5423 4492
Fax:     +81 (0) 3 5423 4522

Yoshida Dental Trade Dist.
7-6-9 Ueno
Taito-Ku Tokyo 104
Phone: +81 3 3845 2931

NORDIC COUNTRIES
EU Authorized Representative
Nobel Biocare Norden AB
Box 5211
(Visiting/street address:
Gårdatorget 2, 412 50 Göteborg)
Sweden
Phone: +46 (0) 31 335 49 00
Fax:     +46 (0) 31 40 69 15

POLAND
Nobel Biocare Polska Sp. z o.o.
Domaniewska 41
02-672 Warszawa
Phone: +48 22 874 59 44

+48 22 874 59 45
Fax:    +48 22 874 59 46

South Africa sales office
Nobel Biocare AB
P.O. Box 3377
Parklands 2121
(Visiting/street address:
158 Jan Smuts Avenue, 4th floor,
East Wing
Johannesburg)
Phone: +27 11 447 6327/8
Fax:     +27 11 447 5360

SPAIN
Nobel Biocare Ibérica
Moll de Barcelona s/n
World Trade Center, Edif. Este, 7a
08039 Barcelona
Phone: +34 93 5088800
Fax:     +34 93 5088801

SWITZERLAND
Nobel Biocare AG
Industriestrasse 9
6010 Kriens
Phone: +41 41 340 30 40
Fax:     +41 413 40 47 40

UNITED KINGDOM
Nobel Biocare UK Ltd.
Nobel House,
The Grand Union Office
Packet Boat Lane 
Cowley, Uxbridge UB8 2GH
Phone: +44 1895 43 06 50
Fax:     +44 1895 43 06 36

USA
Nobel Biocare USA, Inc.
22715 Savi Ranch Parkway
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
Phone:    +1-714-282-4800
Toll free: +1-800-322-5001
Fax:        +1-714-998-9236

61821 New Concept  10/7/02  11:38 AM  Page 16


